Hawthorne Lane United Methodist Church (HLUMC)

Church Council Minutes

February 28, 2011

Chairperson Barbara Robertson called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. She opened with a reading from The Baptismal Covenant II (section 8, page 40) in which we (members) respond with what we will do as Christians in pledging to nurture the child being baptized. A reminder of the covenant we make as United Methodists. She then gave an opening prayer; after which she said the meeting would end at 8:30 P.M. since we have been requested to take down tables being used and put up food tables for use the next day.     

The following 20 were in attendance during the meeting:

 Bob Arnold, Vist. Pastor
Andrew Brown, Pastor

Betty Gilliam 

Mendy Godman

Chris Jandebeur


Meg Johnson



Cindy Labrosse


Tommy Lawing, Jr.

Allen McCoy


Sandra McCoy


Don Poteat


Rachel Rempson



Barbara Robertson 

Tom Robertson


Jim Rush



Mary Rush


Swell Spradlin


Lisa VanNote



Terri Vilagos, Assoc. Pastor
Sylvia Walker



MINUTES: 


The minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting were approved as submitted.


SENIOR PASTOR:


Andrew Brown, Senior Pastor thanked all for coming out on this rainy night! He reported information about the “Abiding in Christ” study series, with sermons relating to it beginning on March 13. Several Sunday School classes will do the study, and the Wednesday night Small Group will begin with it on March 9th.  After the Wednesday noon meals (see below) there may be a small group study with the series.  Andrew then told about the Elizabeth Community of Faith Lenten Worship Services “Soup and Service” on each Wednesday March 9 thru April 20, 12:00 noon –1:00 P.M., hosted by HLUMC. This consists of the 4 local churches and chaplains from Presbyterian and Mercy hospitals Eight (8) restaurants are donating the food, however there will be a suggested donation $5 for individuals partaking of food, with all the proceeds going to the Salvation Army’s Women and Children Shelter, specifically to keep the annex open at Caldwell Presbyterian Church. Andrew further explained the Vision Steering Committee would have an article in the April Hawthorne Happenings and that on April 3 there would be a brief survey as a part of the service and this would be followed on April 10 with a “Town Hall” congregational conversation as a part of the service. He stated post Lent the service’s theme would be “Taking Christ to the World” utilizing the Acts of the Apostles. He also mentioned the refund of $2,145 that was a property tax refund from the RISO lease (copy machine lease), naming some places where it might be utilized, such as back to the Trustees, Finance or Outreach. Andrew concluded, saying he wants to keep the Safe Sanctuary before the congregation, but to be thoughtful in doing so with this policy.
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR: 



Associate Pastor Terri Vilagos said she was looking forward to the “Abiding in Christ” study, especially the Wednesday evening class she is leading. Terri commented on Stephen Minister’s activities, the Children’s Ministry and Preschool. Also about a meeting with new Nurture Chairperson Lori Weaver that was attended by former Chairperson Joe Rempson who answered questions and shared past activities. She said she had met with Jami Brown, new Chairperson of Outreach to set goals and directions. Terri was asked if all these committees are being filled with members with rotating three year classes. She replied, they were.   Indicated she attended the District Leadership Conference on February 19 and will present her comments on Crossroads Charlotte. She further said she is excited to be part of the Elizabeth Community of Faith Lenten Worship Services beginning on March 9 (see above).


FINANCE:


Chris Jandebeur Chairperson passed out the budget summary page for the first month of the year that ended January 31, with the comment that we spent about $2,780 more than our offerings for the month, envelope pledges being the biggest gap, not untypical for the month of January. He stated the Finance Committee had met on February 22 and reviewed the January figures, but spent considerable time discussing transparency methods of communicating the financial condition with substance and delivery being the focus.  Reported there were many differing opinions, but one method and theme was liked and is being researched, “Prayers, Presence, Gifts, and Service.” Chris said next Finance meeting will be Tuesday March 15, 7:00 P.M., and at next Church Council expected to have more concrete decision on methodology for use in communications of financial data to the congregation.


TRUSTEES:



Chairperson Cindy Labrosse
 reported the committee met on February 8 and took up the issue that Lisa VanNote brought them about having 11 on the Preschool waiting list for next school year due to a space problem. Cindy stated the Trustees had voted to provide space for the Preschool.  She said a committee has been formed that will bring back recommendations to the Trustees for best space use recommendations. Cindy also spoke about the heavy utility bills in January and how they had to severely cut their dollar needs to help balance the budget for 2011; thus  monies from any possible source are needed to keep Trustees “above water” in 2011. She also reported there is a new HVAC system in the Friendship Classroom for which the class paid ½ of the expense.  The Trustees will be meeting again on March 14.


STAFF PARISH:

Lynn Moore, Chairperson was reported to be out of town, thus no report.


Committees

EVANGELISM:


Chairperson Doug Johnson was out of town but sent a report he asked Chairperson Barbara Robertson to give. It is summarized as follows: Doug says his committee met on February 20 to outline plans for Witness/Evangelism tasks. The first goal is to reenergize the “Mug Ministry” and to make follow-up visits to 1st time visitors. This will  
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begin in March.  A soft sell will be used when delivering the coffee mugs, a brochure and thanks for visiting  HLUMC. Visits will be recorded and forwarded as necessary with any questions, needs or comments to staff. 


DISCIPLESHIP:

Sylvia Walker, Chairperson urged all to participate in the “Abiding in Christ” service series at HLUMC.  Sylvia thanked all those that brought things for the Hawthorne High School blood drive. 


OUTREACH:

Chairperson Jami Brown was not present, but had sent a report to husband Andrew Brown who gave it.  The report is summarized as follows: We are sharing more than $2,000 with 4 different local relief organizations as a result of the “Friend God” campaign, and supporting a church in Costa Rica thru the Connectional Ministry that will require$2,500-$2,800. This will significantly reduce our funds and potentially affect how much we can give in 2011. The Outreach Committee appreciates the Church Council’s consideration of allocating the copier refund to the to the Outreach Committee.. Jami went on to say that 2011 is the year we help fund a house for Habitat for Humanity, and continue our support for Jacques Umenbudi, missionary in Africa. Said the committee is considering multiple alternatives to help with the funding crisis, including a major fund raiser as well as dipping into “reserves”. As a committee she said they stepped out in faith” with the “Friend God” campaign and respectfully ask the Council to consider that this is God’s provision for faithfulness.


WORSHIP: 

Meg Johnson, Chairperson reported on several activities and issues from the committee’s meeting on February 8.  She mentioned that Jason Weeks is taking over Jenni Jackson’s job as assistant usher coordinator, but Gene Gardner will continue as coordinator.  Emphasis will be placed on the role of an usher each Sunday filling the role of “floater” as required by the Safe Sanctuary policy.  Meg said the March Communion would be at the alter rail with the “little cups.” She further mentioned working on a survey of the community about worship interest/needs as it relates to Sunday and Wednesday, i.e., vision for, including where we see ourselves in 4 years, on our 100th birthday! Meg says there is need to make a review of the Wedding Policy at HLUMC, a request from Andrew for this review, including protocol for visiting pastors. She indicated the whole fee structure needs revisiting, including fees relating to the magnitude of a wedding. Concluded with comments about the Lent-Abiding in Christ Series.  The purchase of Lenten Paraments has been approved by the finance committee but will not be ready for the 2011 Lenten season.

YOUTH MINISTRY: 

Chairperson Rachel Rempson reported that the youth were readying for a big plant sale this year. Trying to generate greater sales with a broader selection and other sales efforts. She said the parents are really helping out with the youth activities. Rachel said the recent ski trip went real good, with all participants returning safe from all aspects of the trip. She said that the youth were having another “parent’s night out” on April 2, following the great success of their first one in January!  That event was used by both church members and members of our community.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS – SAFE SANCTUARY: 

Pastor Terrie Vilagos led off the discussion by supporting what Andrew had earlier said about the Safe Sanctuary effort.  She then began with line items where questions were raised.  The first being about having only one person and a “floater” regarding small groups, versus it previously states with church sponsored events two adults would be present al all times.  Sewell Spradlin had a question about how this could be applied, when it previously gives the “Two-Adult” rule.  Indicated this leaves a big question ambiguity.  Following substantial discussion it was the Council’s consensus the Terri’s committee should take these items that had been questioned and try to scope them out further, and not take the time to try and hash out this evening.


Tommy Lawing, Jr. had requested time to present his case against the inclusion of the Jessica Lunsford Act Addendum proposed in HLUMC’s Safe Sanctuary Policy.  He began making his case by asking theological, divinity school thinking, and constitutional questions to Andrew and Terri.  He related that in his research he had called (all having a past affiliation with HLUMC) 3 District Superintendents and 3 ministers and discussed the Act, its law, its application, and their utilization/interpretation/experience with the Jessica Lunsford Act.   He related he received good thought, information and feedback from each.  He also attempted to speak with the charlotte District Superintendent on several occasions but never could do so.  Tommy’ summary of his presentation regarding the Jessica Lunsford Act was:

· Several provisions seem contradictory to our teachings about repentance and forgiveness, which are fundamental doctrines of Christianity.

· Several provisions seem to seriously conflict with freedoms and rights protected by the U.S. Constitution, in particular the right to worship.

· Several of the provisions are vague and unclear as to when someone on the registry can or can not be on church property.

· The General Statutes on which the 2-page document were based never specifically mentioned “church,” “worship” or “Sunday” although the author obviously hoped the law could be interrupted that way.
· There is no other church policy so strongly on a list maintained solely by the government.

· The intent of someone is not considered; only that their name is on a list maintained by 1 of 50 state governments.

· The Western North Carolina Conference does not mention the Jessica Lunsford Act in its current, mandatory Clergy Sexual Ethics Seminars nor anywhere else on its website.

· The request from our Conference to adopt the provisions before us tonight has greatly diminished if it still exists at all.

· At least one church which adopted the proposed provisions has been named in a lawsuit s a result.

· The law on which the provisions were based has been found to be unconstitutional.
· Finally, I sincerely do not believe the members of our Safe Sanctuary Committee knew of most of these contradictions, flaws, ambiguities, lawsuits or related matters when they considered this document.

    Thus, Tommy respectfully made the following motion:
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After thorough research and consideration, the Church Council of Hawthorne Lane United Methodist Church defeats the previously tabled committee recommendation and declines to adopt, add or include any of the “Addendum to the Safe Sanctuary Policy for Children and Youth in Response to the Jessica Lunsford Act of North Carolina” including the proposed Registered Sex Offender Participation Covenant Statement.

The motion received a second from Don Poteat.  The chair reread the motion before the vote was taken, and it subsequently received unanimous  approval by voice vote.
Rachael Rempson asked Tommy if this also eliminated the Covenant Statement.   His answer was: yes, it did (motion says it does).  After some discussion Rachel made the motion for the Safe Sanctuary committee to look into how some of the Covenant statement might be included in the final document.  The motion was seconded by Chris Jandebeur, and following some discussion the motion was approved unanimously  by voice vote.

At this time Chairperson Barbara Robertson noted it was 8:30 and, as announced earlier, the meeting had to conclude.  Questions arose about remaining agenda, specifically about not receiving reports from those scheduled to do so regarding their attendance at the recent district Leadership Conference.  Barbara said she would send to each member via e-mail the written report of each attendee.

The meeting closed at 8:40 with a prayer by Pastor Andrew Brown.

Next meeting 7:00 PM, March 28, 2011

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Robertson

Recording Secretary 2011

Page 5—Church Council, Feb. 28, 2011


Policy for Children and Youth in Response to the Jessica Lundsford Act of North Carolina” including the proposed Registered Sex Offender Participation Covenant 

Statement.  

The motion received a second from Don Poteat and subsequently received unanimous approval by voice vote. Rachel Rempson asked Tommy if this also eliminated the Covenant Statement. His answer was: yes it did (motion says it does). After some discussion Rachel made the motion for the Safe Sanctuary Committee to look into how some of the Covenant Statement might be included in the final document. The motion seconded by Chris Jandebeur and following some discussion the motion was approved unanimously by voice vote. 


At this time Chairperson Barbara Robertson noted it was 8:30 P.M. and the meeting had to conclude. Questions arose about remaining agenda, specifically about not receiving reports from those scheduled to do so regarding their attendance at the recent District Leadership Conference.  Barbara said she would send to each member via e-mail the written report of each.  
 


The meeting closed at 8:40 P.M with a prayer by Pastor Andrew Brown. 

Next meeting 7:00 P.M. March 28, 2011


Respectfully Submitted,


Tom Robertson


Recording Secretary 2011

